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Research (Casey & Chamberlain, 
2006; Rasinski, 2007; Busker & Wigart, 
2008 ,Young & Rasinski, 2009) suggests 
that Reader’s Theater has shown 
statistically significant student 
improvement in fluency, 
comprehension, accuracy, expression, 
and engagement in elementary age 
students.   Mrs. Dougherty, 6th Grade 
ELA teacher noted seeing similar 
effects, “I have found that students who 
normally shy away from reading are less 
reluctant to read during a Reader's 
Theater performance.  Parts are 
assigned based on their reading level, so 
there are a variety of levels to allow 
students to read at their independent 
level rather than a level that is too 
challenging for them.”  Mrs. Lucas in 1st 
grade, expressed similar thoughts, 
“Students do love the Reader's Theater, 
and I love using them in the classroom. I 
like how Benchmark Literacy has the 
parts leveled.”  

Reader's Theater scripts are 
adapted from leveled books and other 
sources to give students essential 
practice in oral reading fluency and 
public speaking. The scripts also provide 

an opportunity for group interaction and 
student cooperation.  The instructional 
materials encourage guided practice, 
support the core curriculum, and roles in 
the scripts are multi-leveled in a single 
script to allow diverse students to learn 
together.  Reader’s Theater is 
differentiated instruction; it is exactly 
what our past two-year district focus has 
been about.  Most importantly, teachers 
and students are seeing success with the 
program.   

Several teachers commented that 
Reader’s Theater has provided an 
excellent opportunity for more inclusive 
practices with students, and that notion 
is supported by our special education 
teachers.  As a matter of fact, research 
(Griffith & Rasinksi, 2004) showed that 
when Reader’s Theater, timed oral 
reading passages, and oral partner 
reading were added to a core reading 
program, 93% of at-risk students exited 
reading at or above grade level 
compared to 22% using only a 
traditional reading program. 

Benchmark states that the scripts 
provide high-interest, relevant readings  
(continued next page) 
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Research Shows Reader’s Theater is a Success 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Mr. Bill Reese has been teaching physical education and health in 
the District for nearly 24 years.   Mr. Reese has worked at both the 
elementary school and the high school.  “With all new P.E. students this 
semester, I'm truly excited to start the second half of the year.  We are 
planning our regular activities of volleyball, badminton, and pickleball 
units.  The students enjoy the tournaments associated with those 
units,” Mr. Reese noted, adding, “We will also be introducing some new 
activities, such as archery, nitroball, and fishing/casting.”   Budgets and 
funding can pose challenges to keeping things new and fresh, but Mr. 
Reese feels they work hard to be creative to meet any challenges.   

A fun fact many may not know is that Mr. Reese’s sister is  
Mrs. Tomasko, our elementary principal     

Thanks Mr. Reese, for all you do for our students! 

Reader’s Theater Cont’d… 

that promote discussion and provide 
purposeful reading.  The Teacher Guides also 
assist teachers by “providing explicit 
strategies and ideas for maximizing the 
experience for all students.”  

While the program has the incredible 
benefits outlined, there are some ways it 
could improve.  Mrs. Lucas added a concern, “I 
do wish that the books had more text so that 
the students had more reading to practice.” 
Research supports that this is something that 
classroom teachers can supplement through 
station work, centers or small group 
instruction, as needed.  Reader’s Theater is 
just one tool. 

One of the side benefits, Mrs. Dougherty 
said, “Many students have also discovered or 
have been able to use their acting abilities!  It 
has been very entertaining to watch their 
performances as a teacher and to see some of 
the students coming out of their shells!”  Our 
classroom teachers have commented to see 
students desire to entertain, motivation to 
practice, refine, and perform have made  
 

 February 15: Snow Make-up Day 
 February 16: Mid-winter holiday no school for 

students or staff 
 February 23: Next Newsletter 
 March 1: Read Across America 
 March 23-25: School Play 

Reader’s Theater easy to implement.    
Finally, several teachers added 

something similar, “It [Reader’s 
Theater] is one of the favorite 
aspects of the new curriculum!” 

The research data is impressive, 
but it is listening to MoValley 
classroom teachers’ professional 
experiences and perspectives - that 
really provided me with the most 
convincing case for both Reader’s 
Theater and for our new Benchmark 
Literacy program. 

Thank you to all the teachers who 
shared their experience, embraced 
our administration observing, and 
work hard to support our students 
through our reading programs! 

 
 

[Top] More Reader’s Theater images – the 
costumes add to the excitement!  [Bottom] 
Teachers during professional development on 
Benchmark’s program. 


